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Nome  lime  last  year
[ALG.M. sent to Jamaica pro-
'ducer (ieorge Englund and
|director Jack Cardiff. with
a feam of stars
Roil Taylor, Yvette Mimicux
and Jim Brown, fo make a
film about the Congo under
the provisional name
“Dark of the San.”

Wokap g4

called  “The
and will open in
some tnoe m April.
fhe film would never bave
bee:n made wn Jameaiwa at all
had 1t not been Jfor one of
those round-about and unhke-
1y sertes of events which seem
to control so many things,
MG M nesded a certain kind
of railway, essential to  the
plot. The engine had to be an
old-fashioned wood-burner and
the track itself had to be in a

tropical  eouniry. la conse-
querice, MG M had been mak-
ing a scarch all over  the
world. !

| Engine No. 54

IT SO HAPPENS that there 13,a

Jamaica Railway Society, and
this Society had preserved En-
gine No. 54, the last of our an-
cient steam engines, which had
stopped operating in 1964. Rall-
way technical adviser,
Carl Stratimann, the chmr-
man of the Somety, got to hear
about WM.G M.'s search,
wrote to them telling thcm.
about Engine No, 54. True,
No. 54 was an oil-burner, but
1t could be made up to look
ke & wood-burner — and
what more beautiful tropical
setting than Jamaiea?

It was Engine No. 54 that clinch-
ed 1t, as far as making the pic-

| ture here was concerned, and «

down they came. Eric Cover-
ley was appointed Location
Manager in Jamaica, and ano-
ther Jamaican, Bernard Rick-
man, was appointed Assistant
Local Director. Qur own Sag-
wa Bennett played the part
of the gngine driver {complete
with cizar) but the actual
driving of the.engine was done
by J.R.C. engine driver Basil
Meartin. Roy 11 created the
smoke effects, and Alexander
Spicer and Horace Kelly -were
the puard and brakesman res-

pectively.
Aot of local people also took
part. e Defence Force co-

operated enthusiastically, and
a npumber of our soldiers,
made up ih various puises, are
seen in the film. Some of the
local people I recognised in
the finished film include Mo-
nigque Lucas, Alex Gradussov,
Bertha Issa, Harry Milner,
Sally Lonu Clare’ Lawrence
and Howard Vassall. The pal-
ace of the dictator was play-
eg! by Abe lsﬁls 1;!1'1@51?.@(l use
venue, and ve
a'plendld it looks too i
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The
name didn't stick. 1t’s now
Mercenaries,”
Jamaicn
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A splendid film

“THE MERCENARIESY
splendid film — one of the
best of its kind I've seen sui
the high point is the photo-
graphy. I've never seen Jamal-
ca look more breathtakingly
beautiful, or better photo-
graphed. When it has its pre-
miere in April it wul be spon-
sored by the Lsons Club and
the Jamaica Railway Society
to- raise funds for open heart
surgery n Jamawea. This 15 a
deserving cause — but  you
must go not only because of
that, but because it 15 an out-
standué:gly good film.

An unfortunate

o

“ thing

BUT THERE IS ONE most un-
fortunate thing about this film,
which I find bhard to under-
stand, and makes me very
¢ross. Nowhere at all, in any
of the credits, 15 there a single
mention of Jamaica, or of any
of the Jamsaican mstilutions —
the Railway, the local forces,
the Police, — who made the
film poszible. Not a single
solitary word.

Now this is not only unfortun-
ate, but is downright bad man-
ners. “The Mercenarnes” is go-
irg to be a smash hit all over
the world, and ihe fantastical-
ly beautiful otography of
Jamaica, running tbrough the
entire film, would have been
splendid publicity for us, and
for the tourist trade.

Mean-minded

and ¥ CANNOT UNDERSTAND the

reason for mean-mindedness
of this mature. I am told that
M.G'M, got peeved about Ja-
maica because & number of
local people iried, with our
usual penchant for “trying on,"”
to swindle them, and that
they found unsatisfaciory the
equipment of Cinema City,
which they were fo to
rent because the government
has given it a local monopoly.

Well, it is certainly true that
certain local people did give
them a hard time, and that
the Cinema City equipment
was constantly breaking down.
But Cinema City is an Ame-
rican concern, not Jamaican.
As to the bebaviour of some
of the local shopkeepers and
so on, M.G.M. could set this
off against that the splendid
help they got from others.

I happen to know George Eng-
. lund, the extremely talented
producer ot this film, and I'm
golng to write him about this
most unfortunate omission,
But what he can now do, or
what effect my letter will
have, 1 suuply cannot tell. It
would- be much more effec-
tive, 'm sure, if our govern-
:!c,n‘ﬁnt wrote M.G.llf. officially,

tactfully, Perhaps some-
dgv in the govermnent will
Tes

d act accordingly
Mr. Russell
Graham  could also act ef-

fectively b himself writing
MG.M.y v -

58]




