Action In Filming
Leads To Bruises

By Howard Strickling

N A small clearing near a

semote rallwiy track outside
Kingutan, lamaica, two men
sund e o toe and hammer
plows at one anather. The fight
takes place in complete silence,
proken only by muttered oaths
as the Nulling punches strike

home

Encirching the fighters stand
two movie crews, thelr hand-
hekd cameras whirring as they
papture every move and coun-
er aove, every blow struck
and puroed  Then suddenly the
fight s over. One of thee men (s
thrown vislemly 1o the ground
and pinned there by the other
e two men hold thelr posi
fions for o mimie or two, and
them smiling amiably ot one
another =tand slowly up, dust
img the red Jamaican earth

from thewr  solled  army  unl
forms. “Cut,” calls the director,
Juck Cardift, “Jimmy, Red,

that was just fine. Now do you
think we could do it again, just
once mope?""

To movie sturs Rod Taylor
and Jimmy Brown, the request
10 “do il just once pgain’’ came
&5 no surprise. For in the world
of motion pictures, the unusual
is often the expected, the ex-
pected slmost always the un-
usgal

The scene the two men had
ust completed was only one of
perhaps 10 or 40 others, just as
violent, fight sequences called
for in the script of the current-
Iy filming adventure drama
“Dark of the Sun" which stars
Taylor, Brown and Yvette Mi
mieux. The story is set in the
Belgian Congo during the m-
cent civil war and tells of a
band of mercenary soldiers, led
by Taylor and Brown, who are
detalled 1o rescue a party of

lerrorized covillaps frum  rebel
hands.

But what is really extraosdin-
ary about the fight sceoes is
that Taylor and Brown have i
sisted, on every single accasion,
on doing the scenes themselves
without the usual complement
of trained stunl doubles. 1 am
having o Tive' this role for
many, many months" says
Taylor, “and that means every
[ncet of the man's life. If this
means fighting his fights, then
that's exactly what 1 intend do
ing. It would be an insincere
performance il | allwed some
one else 1o tuke over for me
Besides. | really do enjoy 1he
viokem seguences. Gives me an
opportumity e et ol
steam ™

Happily boik Brown and Tay-
lor are well-eguipped 10 take the
knocks. Tavier at 6 foot and
M pounds, s & former Aus
triblan boxer of note. He has a
proportioned physique which be
keeps in shupe by regularly
working out with weights and
medicine balls.

Brown, us has become appar-
enl over the years, is one of
the {inest allround athletes
ever to set joot on the NFL
gridiran, six foor 1 inches and
240 pounds of muscled sepa
mahogany made him ooe of
football's most fesred and e
spected players ever, Since
quitting pro footkall he has
maimained Yis old standard of
Iiness

file

fight scene between i

m Brown and Rod Taylor 1s captured on film



