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1S sl works” were: gy " Oy location in ‘Australia for, The Picture. o howe
Eipeady Taylor.me or ('Y Show Man, Rod Taylor fets down his hairg] ne
ass - Had Yoror mad| s and his.legend/bf being a hell-raiser. -
annaunced his amivalon} . -, DON AROVES reports. .=~ ..
:jj the set'of The Pictara Show | . ' i . B R SOTBRAT N ot S
Man movie. grouped around | , ‘
a8 bush "-racecoulse " at |
Somerton ‘in northern Negw | ‘w
SouthWales. .-~ .. . 7,
‘§-° The omincus opener, em- |-
phasised .with a clenched fist, |
was a retorf t0 one of the,
production girls who had dared
greet him with a friendly, “Hetlo,
' dayor®® - P -
‘~ could -have been a’
disconcerting introduction - to § ¢
the Australian - actor - who
rejoices,in the reputabon as one
of Hollywood's most ml:wa
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joking. . ¢« *
+ Holding -court later in his
caravan, he launched intora
head-long assault.”.on ‘his
much-touted image. “I “have
peen .hurt . by  my stupid
extatior,” he sald. “People think
o! me as a hard-nosed, vuigar
oat’ft hides a lot of softness and’

Hare-chested, muscular gnd
" sporting 8 _dinky-dl Aussie hat,
TYaylor sat sipping a can of beer
{no 'guzzling as the legend
would have It) while. fellow
-actors strolled.in and out for'a
drink, obviously at his open
invitation, .~ - :

- Alongside him in The Picture
Show Man are three actors with |
whom he worked in radio plays
morethan 20 years ago — John |
Meillon, John Ewart and ‘Don
Crosby. In. fact, Crosby was
.producer Q! the radio -play
competition won ‘by ' Taylor
which' first took him to Holly-
wood in 1954,

. - Recalling their reunion, .he
83id:-*'| was crying — it was an
emotional time."” e
: suggest he was.a
sentimentalist? His friend .and
. -} business partner, Terry Wilson, wayof dismissal, - & _|.upstagesanybody
" J§ chipped inwith a definite “yes.” 1" Making Th& Deadly Track-
* -~ Taylor: “Too mich so. | have.| ers, he was supposed to hgve
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" - ROD,TAYLOR on thé set of The Pictury’Show

afe R SK it L Pt
He was.  always thb , really
- good-looking guy, - the  -one
. everyope eise was jealous -of
because he had akind of early
‘Clark fook.™ TS
.. Meillon “said ‘he neYer
toubted Taylor would-be a star,

- It's apt that Meillon, no Minor
_success himsalf, shpuld make,
- his ;27th film playing opposite
hise longtime «friend. apd . col-»
teague. et
+Taylor's partner. Terry .Wil-

* “son, can act a bit himsell, In the
“role of Bill Hawks he was'a
- regular In 300, episodes of the'
Wagon Traio series.” Ironically,
that show in the U.S. was pified
against Hong Kong, the 1960-61
series which first gave inter-
national'recognition tp the actor
from Lidcombe,” .a Sydney
westernsuburb. . | .

v . Tdylor said Hong Kong

L4

also

éstablishad him -as .one of the |

1irst anti-heroes. newsman
* Glenn Evans, he made’sure he
*had a goodfight scene in each
. episode. He also‘mad? he
did- nols,always win. ‘He ‘said:
“That created the anti-herg gnd
"was extremely . successful.’
There, is big talk in the §

about remaking it in. cg!ou@
the same &ast."” -
- Bearcats, anothar serjes he

..made in - 1973, , was . less
‘successful. He and Dennis Cole.

.were soldiers’of fortune in the:

their- heads in *terms of

production costs and couldn't’

handle- it, -and 1_don't *blame
them. And 1 donj think the
chemistry was right — the other
character should have been an
older, fun-oving type.”.

Taylor has appeared in more‘

than 40 movies, he’s not sure of

the éxact number — “I'd have to .

count them.” But he's fairly
gentain The Piclure Show Man
marks his 35th-as a principal, or
star. i L

Ask him the
best and he nominates Young
Cassidy, which co-starred him
with Maggie' Smith and Julie
Christie. e ,

E *said it was a delight jo
4l make, -and he got to work

with Sir Michael Redgrave,

Dame Edith Evans and
Flora Robson. -R- was . his

tavourite,  but not the most:
successful,"and it came after he

rejected an offer to play the titie
role in ‘the 'epic Dr Zhivago
(which Omar Sharif. accepted).
He's still sorry about that.
“Another of my brilliant

bleeping.decisions.” 'he termed-

it. “’I thought | was the biggest
thing to hit the screen. | was an

picture he fikes

-andlqua,l(i_s':i&ger in the

, Asked to sate some of, his
"leading ladies,” he some
blunt appraisals. On Daris Day:

+ '] -Rt wasslike an Errol Fiyn

- ¥aggie Smigh: “1 fel In love-
with * her -and-~ ruined  my
iage” (Taylorsand second

2

{ wite. model Mary Hilem, were

divorced in- 1969. they have a
F 13-year-oid daughter. Faticia, of

‘j whom -he later ‘spoke with
m} g . : ."_"’
- Jand Fonda: i -was in thve
with’ her, -to0. And- ) was
responsible thr.getting her_back
Jwith old Hank (father . Henry
Fouh).Sh&wa;‘in‘loahpo::
trip at the timp-and | told her
take off that make-up and ga’
talk to her - father.  She ‘blos-’
somed like a rose; shd was
. -Elzdbeth Taylor: “She is my
dear: love. We kid each other
constantly about the fact we
don't get in the sack.”" As much
as he admires Miss Taylor, he is
critical of her and a nymber of,
other ‘Stars for making what he
fools ' aro .excessive™ salary
m. pe .‘- : . LT
"I don’t'agree with.some of
my oid buddies who demand a -
million dollars .a .picture,” 'he
4§ said. “How do you make your
3 ‘ ; wm'wﬂgﬁmvsmi
S F .
n . . . with long-time friend John Melllon.. -~ - | are only necessary pieces in &
A e LRl L ) picture; .no one should héid up
(MGM) -asked me to talk to | - His peak fee for a movie, he"
David Lean about the picture. || sald. was $450,000. but he
told them | wanted to read the- | preferred to keep the salary
script'first and_they said'there | reasonably low and take a
-wasn't one yet. | thought, ‘Such | percentageof the profits. |, . *
impertinence!’ and didn't go | . One would not presume to
down. | have regretted it ever | ask how much he would yield
g el RN [ T
L * a was ng
M Young Cassidy were his | .00t ‘wne U.S. would <call
best effort, what would he count ‘because | 8l
2s his worsr? “It made a lot pt | POSAULS. because 1.am sincere
money but personally i didn't ngtohep.” - -
tike Hotel. 1 was.so restricted | | . Those 'peanuts will .be
could not be my usual gregari- | liberally salted when'he goes to
| ous self; | was 50 stiff t hated | I”'m-‘w
myseltinthat™ ~.. . . | commercial for a mining com-
B g : ..} pany. That would be worth, he
Taylor is plainly not one to '} said $160,000. Jee
boaatahou!memotm The ladyin Taylor's
.picture .he's- made. In: Paris | ge is sald to be Japanese
recently he was in Bigndy — he | former dancer and painterCarol
has not seen it. but hears it's “a | Kimura. “She is'a dear, close.
L . friend.” "he confirmed, “one of
He, said: “Someofig ,told | the few. She hag a' samura)
them | could speak perfect | sword this: big. (hands two feet
French. Well, I'm great in- a | apart) and keeps me'in check.”
restaurant but this. had He was prebiously linked
vérsions = English and French | with,. among -\others, ' Anita

Ekberg and Zsa Zsa Gabor. On
lifo “with Anita, he said: “I
couldn’t keep up with the pace.
) n movie
day, | couldn't take it. ;
'She scarpd the dleep out of -
me}We had a tearty) break-up

"One of the best pros | ever
acting talent.”

.".Merle, - Oberon:

worked with, a m_undef-;a_tﬂl
ML

“We wera

_in Rome. She sald:. ‘Why don't
'stay,~Aussie? | told her |

"' 'YURN TO PAGE 38
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